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Surge in deaths leaves Erie County's 
spot on Covid-19 curve unclear 


700 deaths 
in one day, 
patients in 
hospitals drop 


By DALE ANDERSON 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Another day with more than 700 
deaths in New York coupled with a 
slight drop in the number of corona- 
virus patients in hospitals made for 
another bad news/slightly less bad 
news day Wednesday in the continu- 
ing fight against Covid-19. 

That news came at Gov. Andrew 
M. Cuomo’s daily briefing on the dis- 
ease’s spread and included the gov- 
ernor’s call for people to do more. 
Under an executive order effective 
Friday, New Yorkers going out in 
public must wear face masks or cloth 
coverings over their mouths and nos- 
es if they don’t think they can stay a 
proper 6 feet away from other peo- 
ple, Cuomo said. Page B1 

He noted that a plan is being de- 
veloped to reopen the state’s econo- 
my, but it will take a massive increase 
in testing and “almost a business-by- 
business evaluation.” Page BI 

In Erie County, the daily grim ac- 
counting of how many people had 
died came in the early evening. The 
number announced on Wednesday 
was three, bringing the total num- 
ber of deaths to 104. 

Among those deaths was a cousin 
of former Buffalo Mayor Frank A. Se- 
dita. Mary Sedita, 90, died Friday in 
Father Baker Manor, where 41 resi- 
dents and 25 employees have tested 
positive for Covid-19. Page C3 

The ban on visitors in nursing 
homes, hospitals and assisted living 
facilities snagged a surgeon at Ro- 
swell Park Comprehensive Cancer 
Center. 

He was attempting to visit his 
mother at Solstice Senior Living at 
East Amherst when he was caught 
by staff as he tried to enter her first- 
floor apartment from a door off the 
patio. Page B1 

Meanwhile, the shutdown of 
schools is likely to have a disastrous 
effect on students, especially those 
with limited access to the internet 
and other educational resources 
at home. “For people to think that 
(the closure is) going to affect kids 
equally is crazy,” Buffalo parent ac- 
tivist Samuel L. Radford III said. 
Page B1 

Another school tradition fell vic- 
tim to the virus when the College 
Board announced that the SAT exam 
scheduled for June 6 has been can- 
celed. Page B3 


Coverage on Pages A4 to A9, 
and B1 to BS 


Daily Covid-19 deaths in Erie County 


Erie County reported the highest number of deaths 
of residents on April 13 and April 14. 


Source: Erie County Department of Health as of 6 p.m. Wednesday 
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Erie County appear to be plateauing 
Hospitalizations, as reported each 
900. day by Erie County, appear to be 
leveling off; county officials caution 
it is not clear yet that fewer 
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‘Pretty catastrophic’ month for retailers 
in March, and now arace for survival 


By Sapna MAHESHWARI 
AND BEN CASSELMAN 


NEW YORK TIMES 


Retail sales plunged in March, 
offering a grim snapshot of the 
coronavirus outbreak’s effect on 
consumer spending as business- 
es shuttered from coast to coast 
and wary shoppers restricted their 
spending. 

Total sales, which include retail 
purchases in stores and online as 
well as money spent at bars and res- 
taurants, fell 8.7% from the previ- 
ous month, the Commerce Depart- 
ment said Wednesday. The decline 
was by far the largest in the nearly 


OKLAHOMA CITY BOMBING: 25 Years Later 


She was buried 
in bombs rubble, 
rescued by a 
firefighter who 
wouldn't leave 


By Lou MICHEL 
NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Trump cuts 
funds for WHO 


Listening to conservative 
voices, the president cut 


funds to the World Health 


Organization. Page A4 


e Short surge: World lead- 
ers gain support that may 
not last. Page A8 


e Heartbeaking: Last texts 
from a medical worker dying 
of Covid-10. Page A6 


Sharon Cantillon/Buffalo News 


three decades the government has 
tracked the data. 

Even those bleak figures don’t 
capture the full impact of the sud- 
den economic freeze on the retail 
industry. Most states didn’t shut 
down nonessential businesses until 
late March or early April, meaning 
data for the current month could be 
worse still. 

“Tt was a pretty catastrophic 
drop-off in that back half of the 
month,” said Sucharita Kodali, a re- 
tail analyst at Forrester Research. 
She said April “may be one of the 
worst months ever.” 


See Retail on Page A8 


should have been her tomb. 


pressure of the debris. 


her right arm was visible. 


Terri Talley regained consciousness under 
chunks of concrete and granite, encased in what 


Dust and debris from Pendleton native Timo- 
thy McVeigh’s truck bomb explosion had torn apart 
Oklahoma City’s Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building. 

She had been sitting in her chair at work on the 
building’s third floor when the bomb exploded at 
9:02 a.m. April 19, 1995. Talley fell to the first floor, 
blinded by dust and slowly suffocating from the 


When firefighter Rowdy Baxter found her, only 


“Tf you had taken a dump truck and dumped de- 
bris on her, that was what it was like,” Baxter said. 

Talley asked Baxter to promise he would save 
her. He said he made the promise. 

It was a pledge that turned Baxter into a hero 


Delays in reporting 
may have caused 
uptick; 104 dead 


By AARON BESECKER 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Erie County seems to have ex- 
perienced a surge in deaths re- 
lated to Covid-19. 

But what that means about 
the county’s spot on the pandem- 
ic’s curve is not clear. 

The uptick seen earlier this 
week in the number of deaths in 
the county may have been a by- 
product of reporting delays due 
to the holiday weekend, County 
Executive Mark Poloncarz said 
Wednesday. In addition, there 
was a “disconnect” between 
when information reported by 
nursing homes was sent to New 
York State and when that data 
was received by Erie County, Po- 
loncarz said. 

The latest modeling projects 
that Erie County still won’t see 
its peak until some time in May, 
and while the projected peak for 
hospitalizations has been low- 
ered, there is still concern the 
county may not have enough 
intensive-care beds to meet pro- 
jected demand, the county exec- 
utive said. 

Erie County has “sort of pla- 
teaued” with regard to the total 
number of people with Covid-19 
who are hospitalized and in in- 
tensive care in the county, Po- 
loncarz said. On two recent days, 
the number of hospital discharg- 
es exceeded new admissions for 
Covid-19. 

“Tm not certain if the hospi- 
talization and ICU numbers are 
indicative of just (fewer) people 
getting sick and having to be put 
in the hospital as much as it is 
individuals who have just died,” 
he said. 

Since Monday, Erie Coun- 


See Deaths on Page A7 


WNY totals* 


2,278 | 122 


Number of Number 

positive tests of deaths 
e Erie County 1,812 
e Niagara 229 
e Genesee 80 
e Wyoming 42 
e Orleans 34: 
e Allegany 28 
e Cattaraugus 27 
e Chautauqua 26 


* Numbers as of 9 p.m. Wednesday 


Terri Talley, 
now 50, who 
was buried in 
rubble after 
the bombing 

of the Afried 

P. Murrah 
Federal 
Building in 
Oklahoma City, 
now finds peace 
in the garden 
placed at the 
site to honor 
the victims of 
the domestic 
terror attack. 


See Bombing on Page A12 
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